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honourable and good; and my opinion is thus
strengthened by his authority, viz., that there is a
manifest difference between magic, which is wisdom
and supernatural knowledge, and the witchery and
conjuring by which we now understand the word,
and use it accordingly.

I join with this exposition of the word magic;
and shall therefore carefully distinguish, as I go
along, betwixt the several differing persons known
in history for magi, magicians, and professors or
practisers of magic, and those magicians by which
we are to understand sorcerers and enchanters, and
dealers with the Devil; of whom, nevertheless, I
shall have occasion frequently to speak in this work,
because, though I shall let you know that the magi-
cians were not all sorcerers and devil-dealers, yet I
must also let you know too, that I am to point the
main of this discourse to such as are so.

Nor is this previous determining the point any-
thing less than necessary at this time. With re-
spect to the variety of worthy gentlemen, our pre-
sent contemporaries in fashionable wisdom, who,
however willing they are to be taken for magicians,
even in the very worst sense of the word, rather
than not to pass for conjurers, must be vindicated,
even against their wills, if it be only upon the
single consideration of incapacity; since, as none
of the magi of the world were famed for wanting
brains, so the Devil, having no occasion for fools
in the natural sense, will always disown them, in
spite of the strongest pretences they make to his
service.

In justice, therefore, to those would-be witches, I
must clear the way as I go, and openly distinguish
between magicians, understanding them as wise and
learned men ; or magicians, understanding them as
black-art men; and fools, that are only not sorcerers
because the Devil does not think it worth his while